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TODAY’S OBJECTIVE

• Learn tips & tricks on how to search for state contracting opportunities 

• Importance of refining your e-Maryland marketplace profile

• Understand the difference between State/County/University 
procurements

• Understand the differences between the various socio-economic 
certifications

• Decide if you WANT to do business with the State
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REGISTER YOUR BUSINESS
www.egov.maryland.gov/businessexpress
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STATE DEPARTMENT OF ASSESSMENTS
AND TAXATION (SDAT)

Maintain “Good Standing” status

• File Maryland Income taxes annually

• File personal property taxes annually
State-funded contracts

cannot be awarded to

any firm that is not

in Good Standing

with SDAT.
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Small Business Reserve
(SBR) Program

State Finance & Procurement Article, §14-501

• Prime contracting program

• 15% set-aside

• 70 participating agencies

• Race and gender neutral

• Must meet small business 
size standards

• Online vendor registration system 
through eMaryland Marketplace

Minority Business Enterprise 
(MBE) Program

State Finance & Procurement Article, §14-301

• Subcontracting program

• 29% aspirational goal

• 70 participating agencies

• Race and gender specific

• Must meet social and economic 
disadvantage standards

• Certification required by MDOT’s 
Office of Minority Business 
Enterprise

• Certified MBEs may perform as 
prime contractors

Neither SBR vendor 

registration nor MBE 

certification is required to do 

business with the State of

Maryland.
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Only a registered SBR can be 

awarded an SBR-designated 

contract. 

Only the work of a certified 

MBE vendor can be counted 

toward a stated contract goal.  



Veteran-Owned Small Business 
Enterprise (VSBE) Program

State Finance and Procurement Article, §14-604

• Subcontracting program

• Effective 2010

• 1% aspirational goal

• 70 participating agencies

• Race and gender neutral

• Must meet certified through federal 
vetbiz program

Veteran-Owned Small Business 
(VOSB) Preference Program

State Finance & Procurement Article, §14-206

• Prime contracting program

• Effective 2008

• 5 Participating agencies

• Maryland residents only

• Price preference of up to 8% for 
veteran-owned and service-
disabled, veteran-owned small 
businesses

Exempt from VSBE:
• University System 

of Maryland
• Morgan State 

University
• Maryland Stadium 

Authority
• St. Mary’s College 

of Maryland
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PROCUREMENT.MARYLAND.GOV

Read the FAQs! 

They cover details on 

registration, account 

access, searching for

a solicitation, how to 

upload documents,

and much more.
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SMALL BUSINESS RESERVE
(SBR) PROGRAM

• Must register within e-Maryland Marketplace

• Complete the Vendor Profile

• Thoroughly add all applicable NIGP Commodity Codes

• Receive automated notifications

“SBR” 
• Select appropriate industry

• Renew every year

• Search for SBR set-asides in “Bid Description”

Utilize the

Quick Reference Guide

for step-by-step 

instructions for both 

certification and 

re-certification.
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WHO ARE YOU?
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CAPABILITY STATEMENT

• Critical tool!

• Limited to one sheet of paper

• Don’t forget to include contact 
information

• Make it accessible from your website
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MBE DIRECTORY PROFILE

• Check it for accuracy

• List references

• Ask for an Expansion of 

Services if you perform 

additional products or 

services after receiving 

initial certification
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eMARYLAND MARKETPLACE PROFILE
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• Be thorough

• Be accurate

• Update when 

necessary



BUSINESS INTELLIGENCE TOOLS

• e-Marylandmarketplace.gov

• Procurement Forecast

• GOMDSMALLBIZ.MARYLAND.GOV

• Board of Public Works 

• BPW.MARYLAND.GOV

• Department of General Services 

• DGS.MARYLAND.GOV

• “Procurement” tab

• “Open bids and contract awards” tab

• Department of Information Technology Master Contracts

• DOIT.MARYLAND.GOV Governor’s Office of Small, Minority & Women Business Affairs



eMM SEARCH



eMM SEARCH OPTION
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OTHER AVENUES OF OPPORTUNITY

• County Governments

• City Governments

• Municipalities & Local Jurisdictions

• Community Colleges

• Hospitals

• Private Sector

• Casinos are subject to MBE goals
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SMALL BUSINESS RESOURCES

Save 10 hours of 

research time with 

these Excel 

spreadsheets.
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UNIQUE QUALITIES OF…

University System of Maryland

• Does not include community colleges

• Separate procurement rules from other state agencies

• Voluntarily participates in the SBR and MBE programs

• Have their own IT Departments, so they typically do not buy 

from the state’s master contract

• Do Utilize the GSA schedule
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UNIQUE QUALITIES OF …

Public School Construction Projects

• State’s MBE goals are applicable to 
public school construction projects 
managed by county personnel

• Non-construction public school 
purchases follow the county’s
school district procurement rules
and regulations
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GET OUT AND MEET THE BUYERS

• Pre-bid meetings

• Event announcements through eMaryland Marketplace

• Ready, Set, GROW! procurement connection workshop 
(multiple events throughout the year)

• Small Business Summit (fall)

• County government procurement events

• Private sector procurement events

www.goMDsmallbiz.maryland.gov

Events>Calendar
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http://www.gomdsmallbiz.maryland.gov/


ACCESS TO CAPITAL

Start-ups

Tech Transfer

Venture Capital

Direct Loan

Tax Credits

Empowerment Zone

Sustainable Communities

Priority Funding Areas

VLT Fund

MSBDFA

Sunny Day Fund

Main Street Maryland

Community Legacy Program

Linked Deposit Program

Venture 
Capital

Direct 
Loans

Tax 
Credits

VLT 
Fund

Main 
Street 

MD

Priofity
Funding

Area

Start-
ups

Real 
Estate

Working 
Capital

Sunny 
Day Fund

Accessing capital is unique and individual to each business.

Talk to the experts to determine exactly what you need.

Victor Clark
Small Business Resource Manager

Maryland Department of Commerce

410-767-6303

victor.clark@maryland.gov
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BUSINESS INCUBATORS
Is your business new or just getting started? 

Maryland’s 30+ business incubators offer 

early stage companies shared resources, 

business assistance and access to   

equipment and facilities.

www.incubatemaryland.org
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http://www.incubatemaryland.org/


MAZE OF CERTIFICATIONS

• MDOT IS STATE’S CERTIFYING AGENCY

• MBE

• DBE

• ACDBE

• SBE

• SBR – SELF-CERTFYING

• VETERAN – via Vetbiz.gov

WSSC, DDOT, WBENC, CRMSDC, 

BALTCITY, PGCOUNTY,
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THANK YOU

• Visit our website and sign up to receive 
event and training announcements as well 
as our monthly small business newsletter

• Free technical training classes offered 
monthly

• Ready, Set, GROW! Procurement 
Connections Workshop held at locations 
around the state

Governor’s Office of Small, Minority & Women Business Affairs

www.goMDsmallbiz.Maryland.gov



https://goo.gl/HhuyA7
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PLEASE TAKE OUR 
BRIEF SURVEY

Option 1 Option 2 Option 3

https://goo.gl/HhuyA7

